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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 8  

By  Henry 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Raymond Louis Danner, 

Sr., of Nashville. 
 

 WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of 

the passing of Raymond L. Danner, Sr.; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Danner was an exemplary public servant and consummate professional 

who worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for his fellow citizens in numerous 

capacities; and; 

 WHEREAS, Raymond Danner was the consummate businessman who possessed an 

abundance of dedication to and delight in the many things which drove him, qualities which 

enabled him to build Shoney’s Incorporated, the family-style restaurant chain, into a 1,600-

restaurant outlet, the third-largest in America; and 

 WHEREAS, raised in Louisville, Kentucky, as the son of a German-born paperhanger, 

Raymond Danner began his working life at the age of ten as a paperboy; he graduated from Du 

Pont Manual High School in Louisville before joining the U.S. Army Air Corps and serving with 

valor and bravery during World War II; and 

 WHEREAS, upon his return to civilian life, Mr. Danner bought a small grocery store in 

Louisville for six hundred dollars, a humble start to a career which soon saw him owning several 

gas stations, a bowling alley, and a drive-in theater in Clarksville before acquiring his first 

Shoney’s franchise in 1959; and 

 WHEREAS, after purchasing the franchise, which was located in Madison, from Alex 

Schoenbaum, the chain’s founder, Raymond Danner drew upon his natural abilities and work 

ethic to expand his restaurant ownership to include six more Shoney’s, twenty-two Kentucky 
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Fried Chicken outlets, and the Captain D’s seafood chain (Mr. Danner was the captain) by 1971; 

and 

 WHEREAS, joining with Alex Schoenbaum in 1971 to form Shoney’s Big Boy 

Enterprises Incorporated, which eventually became Shoney’s Incorporated, Mr. Danner helped 

build the franchise up to 300 outlets by the end of the decade and led it to 115 consecutive 

quarters of earnings growth, an incredible period of success which stretched into the late 1980s; 

and 

 WHEREAS, before passing the torch as the company’s chief executive in 1986, 

Raymond L. Danner guided the company through its many years of success and expansion, 

including the addition of the Lee’s Famous Recipe restaurants, a number of hotels, and the 

acquisition of several steakhouses; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Danner never abandoned the work ethic he learned as a child and 

became known as an aggressive, demanding, and assertive leader who would perform surprise 

inspections of his restaurants and would think nothing of picking up a spatula to serve time as a 

short order cook in busy restaurants; his determination and dedication in his role as the 

company’s Chief Executive Officer turned Shoney’s into the best-managed restaurant chain in 

the United States, with annual sales topping $800 million; and 

 WHEREAS, following his retirement as a leader in the restaurant industry, Raymond 

Danner dedicated his time and energies as the Chairman of The Danner Company, a global firm 

he founded that cultivated diversified real estate and business interests, and to the Danner 

Foundation, a charitable organization known and respected throughout the world; and 

 WHEREAS, throughout his long career, Raymond Danner was recognized with 

numerous honors, including the Institutions magazine “Changemaker of the Year” award of 

1980, the Multi-unit Food Service Operators’ “Operator of the Year” award, the Wall Street 

Transcript’s “Gold Award for Restaurant Excellence” and “Best CEO in the Restaurant Industry” 

award, the Nashville City Bank “Nashville’s Business Person of the Year” award of 1985, the 

Sales and Marketing Executives “National Salesman of the Year” award of 1986, and induction 

into the Horatio Alger Society of Distinguished Americans; and 
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 WHEREAS, he was the recipient of an Honorary Doctorate of Laws from West Virginia 

State University in 1992; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Danner’s leadership abilities were respected far beyond the fields of his 

profession, as evidenced by his service as a Director of both Nashville City Bank and First 

American Bank; and 

 WHEREAS, he will long be remembered for his untiring and unwavering philanthropic 

support of the educational, artistic, civic, social, and cultural framework of Middle Tennessee 

and this nation; Mr. Danner was a founding donor of the Vanderbilt Owen School of Business, 

an Honorary Chairman of the Sara Lee Classic, a member of the Boards of Trust for Middle 

Tennessee State University and Franklin Road Academy, the Co-chairman of the Bootstraps 

Awards, the Chairman of the Equality Venture Partnership, and the first Chairman of the Metro 

Tourism and Convention Commission; and 

 WHEREAS, Raymond Danner was also a Thirty-Second Degree Mason and a member 

of Al Menah Shrine Temple; and 

 WHEREAS, a music enthusiast, Mr. Danner formed his own dance band while in high 

school and continued playing saxophone professionally for decades; and 

 WHEREAS, Raymond L. Danner was deeply devoted to his family, and always 

endeavored to remain true to family values of the highest order; and 

 WHEREAS, he was preceded in death by his parents, Gustave Adolph Danner and Lily 

Weber Danner, and his son, Michael Ray Danner; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Danner enjoyed the loving companionship of his wife, Judith Boyer 

Danner and was the proud father of Donna Danner Wilson, Gail Danner Greil, Roger A. Danner, 

and Raymond L. Danner, Jr.; and 

 WHEREAS, he will be sorely missed by his grandchildren, Justin P. Wilson, Jr., Whitney 

Danner Wilson, William M. Wilson, Jr., David K. Wilson III, and Michael Raymond Danner, and 

his dear friend, Bobby Garrison; and 

 WHEREAS, Raymond Danner leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity 

in public life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all his 

chosen endeavors; and 
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 WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to remember the 

bountiful life of this exceptional public servant and human being; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SIXTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING, that we honor the memory of Raymond Louis Danner, Sr., reflecting fondly 

upon his impeccable character and his stalwart commitment to living the examined life with 

courage and conviction. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our sympathy and offer our condolences 

to the family of Mr. Danner. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


